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Rebuilding Lives

supporting victims of crime

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM




Amount (Emillions)

3. Support

We currently spend several hundred million
pounds a year on support to victims of crime:

o Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme

tvery year the scheme awards about £170m
in compensation to between 35,000 and
40,000 victims of violent crime. This is more
than all the other European Union (EU)
schemes put together.

Victim Support

Victim Support is an independent charity that
supports victims and their families through a
network of local charities. The organisation
also operates the Witness Service to support
those attending court.

Since 1997 our funding of the organisation has
nearly trebled from £11.7m to £30m to
support its community work and the Witness
Service. More than 1.6m people were
referred to Victim Support and the Witness
Service in 2004-05.

Home Office funding to Victim Support from 1983-84 to 2005-06
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Number of referrals toVictim Support and number supported by the Witness Service from
1983-84 to 2004-05
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NB The Witness Service was
launched in 1994

o Victims' Fund

In April 2004 we announced that £4m over two
years from the proceeds of crime would be
placed into the Victims' Fund to develop services
for victims of sexual offending.

A proportion of the £4m has been used to
increase the number and coverage of Sexual
Assault Referrat Centres (SARCs). The majority of
the new funding has been used to strengthen and
develop good quality services within local
communities. New funding of £1.25m will be
made available in 2006-07 to continue the
development of support services for victims of

Criminal Justice System | Rebuilding Lives

O Referrals to Victim Support M Referrals to the Witness Service

sexual crime. The scheme is currently open to
applications. Details of other services being
helped from the fund are set out in chapter 4.

o Domestic Violence

Last year we spent approximately £70m on
helping victims of domestic violence. The largest
proportion of this went on refuges and housing
for victims. It also funded a range of other work
to combat domestic violence including voluntary
organisations, the national domestic violence
helpline, independent advisers to help victims
navigate through the system (courts, housing,
heaith etc) and specialist courts.
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